
 
 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR… 

Thank You – those are two simple words we say many, many 

times over a lifetime. When we say them, they always speak 

volumes; but somehow during this time of Covid 19, the words 

“thank you” carry an indescribable depth of feeling.  Every time 

they’re said, whether in relation to some heroic act of sacrifice 

we’ve witnessed or some small act of kindness we’ve received, I 

bet you agree it’s as if we are actually saying, “I can’t thank you 

enough!”  

My personal list of those I am profoundly grateful to grows 

every single day.  Of course, at the top of my list are the doctors, 

physician assistants, nurses, patient care technicians, medical 

facility housekeepers, nursing home administrators and staff.  

And then I think of the teachers working long hours to adapt to 

online learning; the grocery store and warehouse workers who 

work extra hours because others have called in sick; the staff and 

volunteers of the many nonprofits seeking to make sure people 

in need receive vital services.  Privately, I can’t say thank you 

enough to the person who surprised me with a bouquet of 

flowers the other day, the one who made sure Tom and I had 

several home sewn masks, the individual who always answers 

any request with, “I’d be happy to do that! Don’t ever be afraid 

to ask.” What are we to do when we feel like we can’t say “thank 

you” enough?  Perhaps it’s time to realize this:  our sense of 

“never enough” is simply one way God lets us know we just how 

incredibly important we are to one another.  We are invited, right 

now, to never ever take this importance for granted! 

Speaking of important people in our lives, I need to say a huge 

thank you to Jim Musacchio.  Some of you already know that 

Jim has decided to retire as our Music Director as of 
September 1, 2020.  Our Executive Board received, with 

sadness, his letter of resignation at its April Board meeting.  Jim 

has served us so faithfully and well for over 31 years!  He will 

be deeply missed. In his letter to the Board, Jim stated that he 

and Carolyn would like to be free to travel without the 

responsibilities of Thursday and Sunday.  They also stated how 

grateful they are to our congregation for appreciating their work 

all these years.  In total, Jim has been a church musician for fifty 

years! All of us hope to personally share our appreciation with 

Jim and Carolyn once we are able physically get together again.  

We will also need to look at our music ministry needs for the 

future.  The Board will be forming a committee for that 

purpose and the committee will have representation from our 

choir as well as other interested folks.  Please stay tuned!  Jim, 

and Carolyn…we can’t thank you enough! 

Faithfully Yours, Barbara 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A MESSAGE FROM OUR ASSOCIATE PASTOR… 

Connecting with our families is always fun. While we have 

missed the joy of being in the same room with all of you and 

look forward to the joy of being together soon, I have been so 

gratified by the connections we have made and the stories I’ve 

been able to hear from so many of you. You are working so hard 

in keeping everyone educated, fed, entertained, and SANE that 

my hat is off to you. We have polled our families and as a result 

of your answers we are not wanting to add any more 

programming to your plate, but will continue to check in and we 

will keep uploading our Growing Faith at Home guides that you 

can get off our website and our parent newsletter. Carol and I 

will be doing some story time videos that you are welcome to 

use and share and I will be working to get all of our teens 

together in some sort of regular conversation as they are seeking 

their next steps within our church family. If you have any 

questions or things that you could use to support your family 

life, don’t hesitate to reach out. My email is 

michaelwdroege@gmail.com. Blessings to all of you!  

 

 
 
SYMPATHY 
Our sympathy is with the family of Ellie Groves, mother of 

Wayne Castle.  Ellie passed away on March 9th.  She was a 

resident at The Chelsea in Warren. 

Our sympathy is also with the family of Annette Jacus, mother 

of Jake Jacus.  Annette passed away on April 28
th
. 

 

PERSONAL ITEMS… 
We continue to pray for those suffering with health problems: 

Peggy Dutton, Rose Anne Barr, Kerry Herlich, Patti Lohr, Rev. 

Ron Miller, Diane Ray, Joan Baylis, Howard Beyer, Janet 

Meeks, Joyce Possien, Joy Jurgens, Eva Wehof and Alison Barr. 

 
 
 
 

MAY HILLTOPICS – 2020 
WILSON MEMORIAL UNION CHURCH WATCHUNG, NJ 07069 (908) 755-5020 
www.wilsonmemorialchurch.org   Email: wilsonchurch@verizon.net 

Sunday Live Worship on YouTube: 10 a.m. 
click here. 

Coffee Hour on Zoom after worship:  
Zoom link  

Meeting ID: 295 288 6060  

Password: If you haven’t received the password, 
please email Michael: michaelwdroege@gmail.com 
Barbara: stirlingpeters@verizon.net 
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BOARD BRIEFS… 
Ministers’ Reports -  

Rev. Barbara:   

 In the midst of so much uncertainty and concern, this past 

month we have proven that we can continue on as church 

even when so many of the usual ways of being the church 

have not been available to us.  There’s a phrase I once 

heard used for the situation we’ve found ourselves in – “it’s 

like trying to build an airplane as you’re flying it.” Frankly, 

it’s felt that way!  I want to thank all the great supportive 

help we’ve had!   

 I am extremely grateful to our “Wilson Memorial Caring 

Ministry” team!!!! Nine volunteers have been reaching out 

to members and friends in the congregations with 

supportive phone calls and mailed cards and notes.  We are 

all indebted to: Carol Droege, Pam Davis, Cota Possien-

Kania, Janet Maughan, Fran Ellis, Judy Wall, Loretta 

Shpunder, Alexis Shpunder and Lisa Renaud. 

 The Confirmation Class finished up their last two classes 

with me on Zoom. I hope you have taken a look at their 

final projects on the Wilson Facebook page. I’m looking 

forward to whenever we will be able to schedule our 

service of Confirmation for Alexis, Danielle, Katie, 

Krisztian and Will! 

Rev. Michael:     
This has been an unprecedented time in ministry, truly 

something we are never trained to do, but I have been gratified 

by our team’s ability to build bridges with very little notice. It’s 

clear that God has been active in preparing us for this moment in 

January as we discussed creating digital options for people who 

cannot make it to our gathered meetings. Now EVERYONE is in 

that situation and it has forced us to accelerate our plans forward 

and we have built many of the structures we will be wanting 

even when we are past the pandemic. The technologies are new 

to all, but more and more are getting in line to connecting. 

Committee Reports 

Facilities Committee: Karen presented the report from Tony 

Cito: 

 Independent Contractor Pete Della Ventura: Waiting for 

gov’t approval to finish façade work that was generously 

funded by the Frippery. 

 Accident on Hillcrest Road update: Claim filed, waiting for 

repair work to be completed. UPDATE: repairs completed. 

Follow-up on claim in progress. 

Memorial Endowment Committee: Pam reported MEC has 

approved the request for $8,200 for a new video streaming 

system. The system has been ordered, and waiting on some 

equipment.  

Membership Committee: Keith reported the Town Picnic is on 

hold. Whenever it occurs, we are in place to sponsor the popcorn 

and to have a table. 

 Coptic Church – Fr. Peter to be doing services from home 

and not the chapel.  Board decided by consensus that the 

six month agreement will be suspended, and will to be 

continued when they are able to reconvene at WMC. The 

agreement should be updated. Keith to follow up. The April 

payment received will be held and applied to next payment 

when they are able to use the facility. 

 

 

 

BOARD BRIEFS…continued 
Outreach Committee: The committee has been very active in 

identifying outreach opportunities. Among other previously 

publicized events: 

 Cota reported the FRIPPERY donated $1,000 to the 

SOMERSET COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER in 

Bridgewater. They are in great need during this time. 

Covenant Committee: Covenant Picnic is postponed, no 

meetings, nothing to plan at this time. Info for giving blood is on 

website.  

Personnel: Angela read a letter from Jim Musacchio announcing 

his retirement, effective September 1, 2020. The Board will be 

forming a committee to assess the music program going forward, 

with representation from the choir, staff, teens and interested 

members of the congregation. 

 

FINANCIAL FACTS… 
We are certainly in challenging times, trying to navigate the new 

social norms, learning new technology to stay connected, even 

trying to determine what day it is.  

Honestly, I was a little nervous about how this all would affect 

Wilson Memorial finances, not being able to celebrate one of our 

biggest holidays together, but I should have known better. Once 

again, our congregation has shown our commitment and 

generosity in so many ways.  

Not only are our Giving numbers almost equal to last year, but 

the support for Outreach efforts has been nothing short of 

amazing and this only includes acts of kindness I’m aware of. I 

have no doubt that there’s a lot happening on the individual 

level, as well. 

As we continue down this path and look to a brighter future, 

please remember that church doesn’t stop. Barbara, Michael and 

others continue to adjust and nurture our congregation in the best 

way they know how in this complicated environment. Your 

continued support is greatly appreciated. 
 

 
BLANKETS+ SUNDAY - MOTHER’S DAY 

MAY 10th…  
 

What a wonderful way to celebrate Mother’s Day! Please 
consider paying tribute to your own mother or special 
friends by either specifically ordering a blanket (just $10.00/ 
blanket) or making a monetary contribution in their names. 
In the midst of crisis, faith guides a loving response. That’s 
how the CWS Blanket program started, and that’s why your 
gifts mean so much during this pandemic. Through your 
generosity, shelters and vulnerable people around the world 
are getting supplies like blankets and hygiene kits to keep 
them safe and healthy. If you are able, please give generously 
today to show that Love never fails. 
 
Three ways to donate: 

1. Send a check to Wilson Memorial made out to 

Wilson Memorial Church for CWS. Funds will be 

combined and sent as one donation. 

2. Donate on our church website: 

www.wilsonmemorialchurch.org/give/ and 
choose Church World Service-Blanket Sunday 

3. Donate directly to CWS: 

cwsblankets.org/donate/ 

http://www.wilsonmemorialchurch.org/give/
https://cwsblankets.org/donate/

